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Enterprise Europe

= largest EU network supporting SMEs in international
co-operation in areas of
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Integration in the

= EEN builds on previous initiatives of Euro Info Centres
(EIC), Innovation Relay Centres (IRC) and SME support
services in the FP7 - and integrates their activities
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About the

= Some 500 organisations,
including chambers of
commerce, regional
development agencies
and university technology
centres,

= Approximately 4,000
experienced
professionals,

= QOperations in almost 40
European countries.




Big support for

* Raising awareness and giving advice on EU legisla-
tion, standards and policies

Sometimes it can be difficult for companies without
the necessary internal resources to remain abreast of
changes in EU legislation and policy programmes. The
network can provide this data and explain the poten-
tial implications for individual companies.

* Accessing EU projects and funding

Too often, small businesses are not fully aware of the
many different sources of EU financing - regional, so-
cial, research, environmental - that exist and for which
they are potentially eligible. The network aims to over-
come this knowledge gap and ensure companies, ei-
ther individually or in consortia, are aware of the pos-
sibilities available.

* Providing an internet platform for cross-border
cooperation

Sharing the results of research can trigger new ideas
and new opportunities, stimulating firms to develop
beyond their initial horizons. The network can help de-
velop these exchanges and nurture potential partner-
ships.

* Organising business cooperation among SMEs

An estimated one million European SMEs could be in-
volved in cross-border trade and investment, if only
they could call on the appropriate support services.
The network will organise one-to-one match mak-
ing meetings to help identify trustworthy partners.
All requests are treated in confidence. Basic details of
would-be link-ups are stored in a business cooperation
database. These are widely circulated and easily acces-
sible.




Big support for

* Promoting innovation

To better convert innovation into commercial success,
the network provides support services to encour-
age SMEs, especially in their early stages, to become
more innovative. These are either based on existing EU
programmes, such as Europe INNOVA and PRO-INNO
Europe, or on Member States programmes promoted
at regional and national level, or involve exchange of
best practice with like-minded businesses.

* Going international

Fewer than one in ten SMEs do business outside their
own country, despite the abolition of national barriers
and the opportunities firms with comparative advan-
tages can find in niche markets. By using established
contact points, the network can provide specialised
advice for companies wishing to expand their opera-
tions abroad - not just within the EU, but also further
afield.

* Providing feedback

The Commission will use the network to receive regular
feedback from companies to ensure that the policies
and initiatives it prepares suit their requirements and
will not lead to unnecessary bureaucracy that could
harm their competitiveness and innovation potential.




= since April 2008

= sections (services)

= business

= innovation

= research
= information \ ™
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= flash news



= databases
= BCD - business co-operation database

= BBS - technology offers and requests database
= RTD - RTD results databas
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= alerts

= newsletters | e .y
= information ' “

= library

= links



Database of technologies
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Databaza technologickych ponuk a poZiadaviek
Systéem BBS - verzia 5.0
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More than 4,000 innovative technology
profiles from all over Europe
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Enterprise Europe Network Slovakia
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Zochova 5

81103 Bratislava
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